glad to close tne intoieraoie rumour, at some cost or money. For all tongues were wagging; and, in defect of a Times Newspaper, it appears, there had Pamphlets come out; printed Satires, bound or in broadside;—sapid, exhilarative, for a season, and interesting to the idle mind. Of which, Tantale en Proces may still, for the sake of that Preface to it, be considered to have an obscure existence. And such, reduced to its authenticities, was the Adventure of the Steuer-Notes. A very bad Adventure indeed; unspeakably the worst that Voltaire ever tried, who had such talent in the finance line. On which poor History is really ashamed to have spent so much time; sorting it into clearness, in the disgust and SOITOW of her soul. But perhaps it needed to be done. Let us hope, at least, it may not now need to be done again.1
This is the First Act of Voltaire's Tragic-Farce at the Court of Berlin: readers may conceive to what a bleared frost-bitten condition it has reduced the first Favonian efflorescence there. He considerably recovered in the Second Act, such the indelible 'charm of the Voltaire genius to Friedrich. But it is well known, the First Act rules all the others; and here, accordingly, the Third Act failed not to prove tragical. Out of First Act into Second the following Extracts of Correspondence will guide the reader, without commentary of ours.
Voltaire, left languishing at Berlin, has fallen sick, now that all is over ;—no doubt, in part really sick, the unfortunate Phoenix-Peafowl, with such a tremor in his bones ;—and would fain be near Friedrich and warmth again ; fain persuade the outside world that all is sunshine with him. Voltaire's
1 Besides the .S7«»,the Tantale en Prods and the Voltaire Letters cited above, there is (in CEuvres de Voltaire, Ixiv. pp. 61-106, as Supplement there), written off-hand, in the very thick of the Hirsch Affair, a considerable set of Notes Iff D^Arget, which might have been still more elucidative ; but are, in their present dateless topsy-turvied condition, a very wonder of confusion to the studious reader!